A True and Authentick C OP Y, 
Of the Form of 
The moſt Horrid and Stupendious 


O A 


TH. 


W HEREBY 


The French King Confirmed his 'A 


Hance with the 


TURKS. 
kaithfully Tranſlated from the French Hiftoriographer, Du Ribier, in 


his Memoirs, whereof the Latin Original is here annexed. 


The True Form of the Oath. 


Y the Great and High God, Merrciful and 

Gracious, Maker of Heaven and Earth, 
and of alt Things that are in them ;z and by 
the Holy Goſpel, by the Holy Baptiſm, by 
Saint Fohn the Baptiſt, and by the Chriſtian 
Faith ; I Promiſe and Swear, to Declare all 
Things I ſhall know, to the Moſt High Lord 
Stan—— whoſe Reign God be pleaſed to 
ſtrengthen ; I will be a ſpecial Friend to his 


Friends, and an Enemy to his Enemies 3 I will 
lt a Redecmer to the Turbe Priſnners. from 


the hands of his Enemies, nothing ſhall be 
fraudulently done on my ſide. And in caſe I 
neglect to do it ; I ſnall be an Apoſtate, and 
2 Prevaricator againſt the Commands of the 
Holy Goſpel, and of the Chriſtian Faith 3 I 
will ſay the Goſpel is falſe ; I will deny that 
Jeſus Chriſt is living, and that his Mother 
was a Virgin; I will flay a Hog ypon the 
Font of the Baptiſm, and Curſe the Prieſts of 
the Altar z 1 will commit Fornication upon 
the Altar with Laſciviouſneſs, and receive 
won my ſelf ail the Curſes of the Holy Fa- 
thers. So help me God from his High Place. 


Here follows the Original Copy in Latin. 


PE R Deum Magnum & Altum, Aiſeri- 
cordem @& Benignum, Creatorem Coli & 
Terre, &,omnium que in cis ſunt, © per Sanita 
bec Ewvangelia, per Sanaum Baptiſma, per 
Sandkum Fobannem Baptiſkam, @ per Fidem 
Clfiſtianorum, Promitto & Turo, quod omnia 
142 novero, aperta erunt Altijſimo Domino Sul- 
|:4go, cujus Regnum Deus fortificet , Ero 
Amicus ſuorum unicus, @ inimicus inimicorum, 
; 9 Redemptor Captivorum T urcarum ex VIACU- 
. Hoſtium ejus ;, nihil in mea parte fraudulen- 
cum erit,” Quod ft hoc neglexerim ero Apoſtata 
| ' Mandatorum Sanii Evangelii, Chriſtianeque 
Wide; Prevaricator, dicam Evangelium falſum 
> [e7egabo Chriſtumwvivecre,& Matrem ejus Vir- 
Winem fuiſſe ; ſuper Fontem Baptiſmatis Porcum 
Incrficiam, & Altaris Presbyteros maledicar 3 
Wuper Altare Fornicabor cum Luxuria , Q& San- 
Worum Patrum maledidiones omnes in me reci- 
Jan, Ita me Deus reſpiciat ex alto, 


Gay God ! What a complication of Im- 
piety, Blaſphemy, Conrradiction, Ex- 
travagancy, and Folly, is there in this Oath, 
and how Guilty are both thoſe, who Swear 
ſuch an Oath, and thoſe who preſcribe it to 
be Sworn ! 

We ſee by this Oath, the French King prays 
to God to proſper the Sultan's Reign, and en- 
gages to do his utmoſt endeavours to promote 
his Intereſts againſt his Enemies, who are the 
Chriſtians, and to be their Enemy in the 
Turks behalf; and in caſe he negle&s to do it, 


he conſents to be an Apoſtate from the Chriſtian 
Faith , that is, unlets he itrives with all his 


power to overthrow the Chri/tian Intereſt and 


Faith, and the Holy Goſpel, be will be an Apo-. 


ſtate from the Chriſtian Faith, Nothing, ſays 
te, /hall be fraudulently done on my fide, How ! 
can there be any thing more fraudulent and 
treacherous, than to call God for a Witneſs 
of ſuch ai execrable Oath, contrived againſt 
God himſelf ? Is it not a horrid fraud, to call 
the Goſpel and the Baptiſm Holy, and at the 
ſame time, to ſay, that in caſe he does not 
himſelf all what in him lies to deſtroy both ; 
the Goſpel, and the Chriſtian Faith will be falſe, 
But we are much beholding to him for his 
Moderation, in committiag oaly Fornication 
upon the Altar, tho? he does it with Laſeivi- 
ouſneſs, for he might as well for ought I know, 
have committed the Crim? of Sodoray, 

A Prince, who offers to do ſuch Things 
as are mentioned in this Oath, in caſe he does 
not keep ſuch an abominable Oath, is guilty 
of all thoſe Crimes already ; and does no 
better, than it he had faid, I Swear by the 
Atoſt High God, . to: "Kill iny Father and my 
Mother, and all my Relations, aad in caſe T 
do not perform my Vow, I am reſolved to ſay 
there is no God; ſuch is the Relizion of the 
Moſt Chriſtian King. 

It was Francts the I. who, firſt of all the 
French Kings, took this aſtoniſhing Oaty, as it 
is reported by the Frexcy Hiftoriographer 
Du Ribier, in his Jemoirs ; he was then in- 
gapged in a War againſt Charies the Vth Empe- 
rour, ſo that he thought fit to make an Al- 
liance with the Turks, to get ſome Succour 

from 
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from them ; and indeed, they- ſent' a | ay 
Fleet and Army to help him, under the Com- 
mand of their Admiral and General Barba- 
roſa, who Landed in France; and did in 
Provence and the County of Nyfſa great miſ- 
chiefs, more a great deal than to the Empe- 
ror's Subjects. Du Ribier reports, that none 
in the French King?s Council oppoſed this 
Oath, but only Chancellor du Prat, who was 
mightily againſt - it, but could not prevail, 
ſo that it was taken by Francis accordingly. 
But it may be, ſome will ſay, tho Francis 
the Iſt. took that Oath, It is not certain, that 
Lewis the XIVth. has taken it, in making Al- 
liance with the Turks. 1, goukels 1 


been done of his Predecal ut 
wonder, for ſuch things erally kept 
ſecret during his Life, and ſhall not be known 
before his Death; Methinks there is little 
Reaſon to doubt he has done it alſo, or ſome 
other worſe, and this for the following Rea- 
ſons. 1ſt. It is the conſtant practice of all 
the Princes and States, when they have once 
prevailed upon another State to Treat an 
Alliance with them, upon Terms, and Forms, 
and Expreſſions Favourable, Advaatagious, 
and Honourable to their own Party, never 
to change any thing of them in the following 
Treaties or Alliances with the ſame, unleſs 
there has been a great Change made alſo in 
the reſpective Fottunes of thoſe States, and 
that which was the leſs potent then, 1s become 
the more powerful or predominant. We do 
not ſee there has been any ſuch alteration 
or mutation made amongſt thoſe two great 
Nations, the French and the Twrks;, and this 
has certainly ſtill as great advantage now over 
Lewis the XIVth, as ſhe had over Francis the 
Iſt, when he took this Oath. 2. Francis the 
Iſt. was certainly, as appears by his Hiſtory, 
far leſs Ambitious, and a Better, and Greater 
Man in all reſpe&s, than Zewrs the XIVth 
ever was. 2. There muſt needs be a horrid 
Ingagement between them, againſt the Chri- 
ſtians, ſince we ſee every year, what efforts 
the French King makes again{t Germany 1n 
the Turks behalf, and that the Turks perſiſt 
in continuing this War, ſo extremely ruinous 
to them, againſt their Cuſtom. But howe- 
ver it be, it can be caſily proved, he has done 
much worſe in that reſpe&t, than his Prede- 
ceſlor ingaged to do, ſo that we cannot do 
him any injury, in thinking he has taken the 
ſame Oath, or a worſe one, if poſſible. For 
ſuppoſe Lewis the XIVth, has not taken the 
ſame Oath, yet it cannot be denyed, that he 
1s more guilty, for having done without Oath, 
what Francis the Iſt, had ingaged by Oath to 
doe, but did not actually perform ir. This 
rook that Oath, Tranſported with a great 
Paſſion again{t Charles the Vth, Emperour, 
but the other does it in cold Blood. And we 
ao not ſee by Francis his Hiſtory, he has 
done any great miſchief to Chriſtians, in be- 
half of the Turks, comparable ro what Lewts 
the XIVth has done. *Tis worſe ten times to 
commit a Crime without threatning ; than to 
threaten without committing of it. 

By all the Tenour of this preſent French 
King's ConduR, we ſee he has Sworn, I know 


not how many Oaths upon * the. 'o{y Goſpel 


upd Baviſn, in ſeveral Alliances and Tye. 
ith moſt States in Ewope, and with hi 
own Subjects alſo, and has broken as many 
times his Oaths. This is as much as to ſay 
the Goſpel and the Chriſtian Faith are falſe, and 
to deny that Chriſt 1s Living, When he does 
condemn one year by all his Univerſities 
the Pope's Infallibility, and his Authority abow, 
the Council, his Power over the Temporals of 
Princes, and of Depoſing them when he pleaſes. 
and another year admits the ſame Infallibility 
of the. Pope, and his Abnrghty Power both in 
Heaven and Earth, &c. Is it not as much 
to ſay, the Goſpel 55 falſe, and the Chriſtian 
Faith, a trifle ? When he pretends to impoſe 
Laws-upon Mens Conſciences, and force them 
to believe what he pleaſes, and will be called 
by the Name of Providence, of Immortal, of 
Drome Majeſty, 1s it not as much as to curſe 
the Goſpel and the Chriſtian Faith? As for his 
being'a ſpecial Friend to the Turks, and an 
Enemy to bis Enemics, every body knows 
what miſchiefs he has - done to Germany, in 
behalf of the Infidels, and how he helps them 
with all kind of Officers and Engineers againſt 
the Emperour, the Polonians, and Yenetians, 
and has exhauſted almo!t al! the Mony of hig. 
Kingdom for their ſake, poſtponing his own 
Subjects Intereſt, to theirs, and treating them 
as Enemies to the Turks : So that *tis evident, 
he muſt have taken his Predeceſſor's: Oath 
with the Turks, or ſome other more cxecra- 
ble Oath, ſince he has done a great: deal 
worſe, and is without ' Compariſon. more 
Ambitious, - and Irreligious than © Francis 


the Iſt was, and ſtands in greater need of. 
the Tazke holp, for hi> unjuſt Driſlgns, 


We have here alfo a true Character of the 
Turks G=nius, who preſcribed the French King 
ſuch a Contradictory and Blaſphemons Oath 
upon which they could not rely in the leaſt; if 
they had had any Honeſty or Judgment. For 
how could they imagine, that a. Man profeſ- 
ſing himſelf to be a Chriſtian, and calling the 
Goſpel Holy, and the Baptiſm Holy, &c. would 
oblige hunſelf ſeriouſly and in earneft, to 
deny all the Truths of the Goſpel, in cafe 
he failed himſelf of his word ; that. is, to 
belreve that God ſhould be falſe, becauſe he 
ſhould have been falfe himſejf. For *tis juſt 
the ſame, as it a Chriſtian Prince, did exat 
irom the Sultzz ſuch an Oath, whereby the 
Sultan ſhould Swear by his Holy Alchoran, and. 
the Holy Mabometan Faith, and by his Great 
ahi a AMabomet, that he would be faithful 
to Chriſtians, in deftroying the Mahometan's 
Intereſt; and in caſe he did negle& to dou 
like a Knave, Mahomet would be a Knave 
alſo, and his Alchoran a Fable, and that he 
would hereafter Worſhip a Hog in his eofque, 
and commit Adultery upon Mabomer's Tomb. 
Certainly, no Man of any Honeſty or Judsg- 
ment, would im7oſe ſuch an'Oaty upon any 
other Man. The Turks did it only out of : 

blind and invetcrate averſion they bear' to tht 
Chriſtian Religion ; ' they pretended to rali 
therghy a great Triumph to Mabomet, over 
our Saviour. For how is it poſſible other- 
wiſe, to truſt to ſuch an Oath, which none 
bur a Treacherous and Unworthy Man cal 
take, of what Religion foever he may be 7 
'Licens'd, Feb. 22. 1693. D. Poplar. 
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